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ONSET OF COVID-19 



INFECTIOUS PATHOGENS FROM 

BOTH  WILD & DOMESTICATED 

ANIMALS



PANDEMICS AS A  RARE 

EVENT

Intensive farming of poultry, 

pigs, sheep or cattle, provide 

ideal conditions for rapid 

spread of pathogens once 

they have emerged 

(Source: Schmeller et al. 2020)

Globalization and 

introductions of invasive 

species lead to anthropogenic 

spread of emerging 

pathogens

SUSTAINABLE USE OF 

WILD SPECIES

LOCAL LIVELIHOODS

476 Million Indigenous Peoples out of 

8 Billion World Population



WHAT COULD URBAN 

DWELLERS

CONTRIBUTE? 

DROP THE FUR / LEATHER 

COAT
Watch out for your domestic pets, too 

(Source: Wolfe 2009)

INCREASE PLANT-BASED 

DIET OF URBAN DWELLERS

Minimize land use change & 

zoonoses



“Viruses are still out there, mutating, with an eye on that 

eight billion-strong buffet of human hosts. How can we 

prevent the emergence of pandemic viruses in the first 

place? …whenever possible, we should treat the cause.”

-Michael Greger (M.D.)
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